Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



-r t- - -mgm 




600005381 N 



ti 



§7/: 



.k: 



1. 



i. 



NOTICES AND EXTRACTS 



R ELATING TO THE 



LION'S HEAD. 



LOKDOK: 
PRIKTED BT 9. AVD R. BENTLEY, 
Dorset Street , Fleet Street. 



NOTICES AND EXTRACTS 



RELATING TO THE 



LION'S HEAD, 



WHICH WAS ERECTED AT 



BUTTON'S COFFEE-HOUSE, 



IN THE YEAR 1713. 



Hinc ezaudiri gemitus, iraeque Leonum. — Virg. 




BY 



CHARLES RICHARDSON, ESQ. X/ciiK;. ' 



LONDON : 
SAUNDERS AND OTLEY, CONDUIT STREET. 

MDCCCXXVIII. 



%^^. 



TO THE READER. 



A PREFACE has sometimes been com- 
pared to the advanced guard of an 
army, which is sent forward to faci- 
litate the progress of the main body. 
But it may with more propriety be 
likened to an avant-courier upon the 
Continent, who, immediately upon his 
arrival at an inn,^ begins to call the 
attention of the landlord and his ser* 
vants, by loudly announcing, in the 
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2 TO THE READER. 

most imposing manner, the name, 
rank, and ultimate destination of the 
coming travellers. In the same man- 
ner, a preface always demands or so- 
licits your good opinion of that which 
it precedes. Either it boldly asserts 
the merits of the work it introduces 
to your notice, or, if more modest, it 
endeavours to lead you to the same 
conclusion by various plausible and 
indirect methods. Perhaps it will 
dwell upon the laudable intentions 
of the author, and point out the in- 
struction or amusement which others 
may derive from his labours. Per- 
haps he feelingly insinuates his own 
poverty, and thus engages your chari- 
table disposition in his favour. While 
at the same time, it never fails to draw 
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largely upon your judgment, by the 
most flattering appeals to your supe- 
rior reason and capacity. But what- 
ever course it pursues, its sole purpose 
is to excite your attention and cu- 
riosity, and interest your feelings in 
. its favour ; and when these objects are 
accomplished, it has done its duty, 
and like the avant-courier, cares not 
for the disappointment that may fol- 
low the expectations which have been 
raised. 

As it has been the invariable custom 
for some years past, to prefix such a 
preface to every publication, the Au- 
thor of the present Work has deemed 
it expedient that it should not go 
forth to the world without the usual 
accompaniment, in order that the pub- 

B 2 



4 TO THE READER. 

lie may know his motives for writing 
the following pages. But here he 
feels that he is placed in a situation 
of some difficulty, since none of those 
reasons that have been alluded to, 
which induce and sometimes excuse 
a man indulging in the " cacoethes 
scribendi," will exactly suit his case. 
He certainly is not actuated by any 
desire of obtaining literary distinction, 
neither can he expect that much in- 
struction or amusement will be ex- 
tracted out of his " Lion's Head,'' nor 
can he plead the hope of alleviating 
the pressure of the " res angusta do- 
mi," which, indeed, if it were existing, 
this publication would be much more 
likely to increase than diminish. 

The fact is, that by the death of a 
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parent, he became possessed of the 
curious relic of the days of Addison 
and Steele, which it is the object of 
these pages to illustrate. With the 
Lion's Head, and a finely executed 
engraved plate of it, from which the 
frontispiece is taken, he also received 
some papers, explanatory of many facts 
connected with its history. These had 
been collected by his father, with a 
view of ultimately arranging them in 
some form in whjch they could be sub- 
mitted to the public notice. There- 
fore, in completing this task, the au- 
thor feels that he is only discharging a 
filial obligation, by fulfilling the tes- 
tator's known wishes and intentions; 
but at the same time he must confess 
he is also impelled by another motive. 



6 TO THE READER, 

When he became the owner of this in- 
teresting Addisonian relic, and proud 
of its possession, placed it in a con- 
spicuous part of his house, he soon 
found that in attracting the notice of 
his friends, it involved him in a long 
story and explanation, much oftener 
than suited either his leisure or incli-, 
nation. So that in addition to the 
motive he has just mentioned, he 
has also been prompted by self-de- 
fence, to adopt this method of eco- 
nomising his time and labour. Nor is 
he without hopes, that the readers 
and admirers of Addison and Steele 
may find themselves interested in the 
following statement of facts illustra- 
tive of a relic so closely connected 
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with the writings of what has been 
justly termed, the Augustan Age of 
English Literature. 

Golden Square, 
April, 1828. 



THE LION'S HEAD, 



The idea of fixing up a Lion's Head 
for the reception of original essays and 
communications from the correspond- 
ents of the Guardian, is alluded to by 
Addison, in the seventy-first Number , 
of that work, published in the Month 
of June 1713. The whole of that 
paper is a satire upon men who make 
themselves meanly subservient to great 
personages, by collecting news of every 
description, and reporting it again for 
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their amusement, or their interest. 
He terms them " beasts of prey,'' 
" Lions, who wander about the streets 
and haunt the coffee-houses, seeking 
whom they may devour." He derives 
' their appellation from the use of the 
celebrated lions at Venice, erected 
near the Doge's palace; with wide 
gaping mouths, into which public 
and private accusations were convey- 
ed by anonymous informers.* Hence, 
he says, the learned very properly 
distinguish a spy of this nature by 
the name of a Lion. In a postscript 
to the paper, he (Mr. Ironside) in- 
forms his correspondents, " that he 

* The Lion's Head at Venice is now removed, 
but the aperture in the wall still remains to mark 
the place. 
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has within the last five weeks gorged 
five Lions, and killed one; and that 
on Monday next, the skin of the dead 
Lion will be hung up ' in terrorem' 
at Button's Coffee-house, over against 
Tom's in Covent-garden," This last 
expression might suggest the idea 
which he afterwards realized of put- 
ting up a Lion's Head in Button's 
Coffee-house, for the reception of pa- 
pers, and thus become a spy for the 
Guardian. At all events, we find that 
shortly afterwards, in the 98th Num- 
ber, he announces his intentions in 
the following notice. 

" I have, I know not how, been 
drawn into tattle of myself, "more 
majorum,'' almost the length of a 
whole Guardian ; I shall therefore 
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fill up the remaining part of it with 
what still relates to my own per- 
son, and my correspondents. Now, 
I would have them all know, that on 
the S()th instant, it is my intention to 
erec^t a Lion*s Head, in imitation of 
Uu>so I have described in Venice ; 
through which^ all the private intelli- 
gtMUV of tJuit annmonwealth is said to 
|ms8. This head is to open a most 
wide and voracious mouth, which will 
take in such letters and papers as are 
iX>nvoyiHl to mo by my i^rrespondents, 
it lH>ing my rt^olution to have a par- 
ticular ri'ganl to all such matters as 
iHMUo to my hands through the mouth 
of the taon. Thert^ will be under it a 
Ih^\, of which the key will be kept in 
mv own 0U5itiHh\ to nveive such pa- 
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pers as are dropped into it. Whatever 
the Lion swallows, I shall digest for 
the use of the public. This head re- 
quires some time to finish, the work- 
man being resolved to give it several 
masterly touches, and to represent it 
as ravenous as possible. It will be set 
up in Button's Coffee-house in Covent- 
garden ; who is directed to show the 
way to the Lion's Head, and to in- 
struct any young author how to con- 
vey his works into the mouth of it 
with safety and secrecy." 

In the 114th paper, information is 
given of the erection of the Lion's 
head, and a request is made, that the 
Correspondents of the Guardian will 
immediately supply him with food. 
As the greatest part of the paper is 
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strongly marked with the characteristic 
humour of Addison, I shall suffer him 
to speak for himself. 

" I think myself obliged to acquaint 
the public that the Lion's Head, of 
which I advertised them about a, fort- 
night ago, is now erected at Button's 
Coffee-house in Russel-street, Covent- 
garden, where it opens its mouth at 
all hours for the reception of such in- 
telligence as shall be thrown into it. 
It is reckoned an excellent piece of 
workmanship, and was designed by a 
great hand, in imitation of the an- 
tique Egyptian Lion, the face of it 
being compounded out of that of 
a lion and a wizzard. The fea- 
tures arte strong and well furrow- 

, ed : the whiskers are admired by all 
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that have seen them. It is planted 
on the western side of the Coffee- 
house, holding its paws under the 
chin upon a box, which contains every 
thing that he swallows. He is in- 
deed a proper emblem of knowledge 
and action, being all head and paws. 

" I need not acquaint my readers, 
that my lion, like a moth or book- 
worm, feeds upon nothing but paper, 
and shall only beg of them to diet 
him with wholesome and substantial 
food. I must therefore desire that 
they will not gorge him either with 
nonsense or obscenity ; and must 
likewise insist, that his mouth be not 
defiled with scandal, for I would not 
make use of hira to revile the human 
species, and satirize those who are his 
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betters. I shall not suffer him to 
worry any man's reputation, nor, in- 
deed, fall on any person whatso- 
ever, such only excepted as disgrace 
the name of this generous animal, 
and under the title of Lions, contrive 
the ruin of their fellow subjects. I 
must desire, likewise, that intriguers 
will not make a pimp of my Lion, and 
by his means convey their thoughts to 
one another. Those who are read in 
the history of the Popes, observe, that 
the Leos have been the best, and the 
Innocents the worst of that species ; 
and I hope I shall not be thought to 
derogate from my Lion's character, by 
representing him as such a peaceable, 
good-natured, well-designing beast. 
" I intend to publish once every 
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week, ' the roarings of the Lion,' and 
hope to make him roar so loud as to 
be heard all over the British Na- 
tion!" 

" If my correspondents will do their 
parts in promoting him, and supplying 
him with suitable provision, I question 
not but the Lion's Head will be rec- 
koned the best Head in England. 
There is a notion generally received 
in the world, that a Lion is a dange- 
rous creature to all women who are 
not virgins : which may have given 
occasion to a foolish report, that my 
Lion's jaws are so contrived, as to 
snap the hands of any of the female 
sex, who are not thus qualified to 
approach it with safety. I shall not 
spend much time in exposing the fal- 
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sity of this report, which I believe will 
not weigh any thing with women of 
sense: I shall only say that there is 
not one of the sex in all the neigh- 
bourhood of Covent-garden, who may 
not put her hand in his mouth with 
the same security as if she were a ves- 
tal. However, tl^t the ladies may 
not be deterred from corresponding 
with me by this method, I must ac- 
quaint them that the coffee-man has a 
little daughter of about four years old, 
who has been virtuously educated, and 
will lend her hand upon this occasion 
to any lady that shall desire it of her. 
In the mean time, I must further ac- 
quaint my fair readers, that I have 
thoughts of making a further provi- 
sion for them at my ingenious friend 
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Mr. Motteaux's, or at Corticelli's, or 
some other place frequented by the 
wits and beauties of the sex. As I 
have here a Lion's Head for the men, 
I shall there erect an Unicorn's Head 
for the ladies, and will so contrive it, 
that they may put in their intelligence 
at the top of the horn, which shall * 
convey it into a little receptacle at the 
bottom, prepared for that purpose- 
Out of these two magazines I shall 
supply the town from time to time 
with what may tend to their edifica^- 
tion; and at the same time carry 
on an epistolary correspondence be- 
tween the two Heads, not a little be- 
neficial both to the public and myself. 
As both these monsters will be very 
insatiable, and devour great quantities 

c 2 
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of papers, there will no small use re- 
dound from them to that manufac- 
ture in particular/' 

The Lion's Head is very frequently 
spoken of in the subsequent papers. 
It was evidently a very fruitful source 
of humorous ideas. In the 1 S4th num- 
^ ]ber the writer thus commences his re- 
marks. 

" My Lion having given over roaring 
for some time, I find that several sto- 
ries have been spread abroad in the 
.country to his disadvantage. One of 
iny correspondents tells me, it is con- 
fidently reported of him, in their parts, 
J;hat he is silenced by authority ; an- 
other informs me, that he hears he was 
sent for by a messenger, who had or- 
ders to bring him away with all his 
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papers, and that upon examination he 
was found to contain several dangerous 
things in his maw. I must not omit 
another report, which has been raised 
by such as are enemies to me and my 
Lion, namely, that he is starved for 
want of food, and that he has not had 
a good meal's meat for this fortnight. 
I do hereby declare these reports to be 
altogether groundless ; and since I am 
contradicting common fame, I must 
likewise acquaint the world, that the 
story of a two hundred pound Bank 
Bill being conveyed to me through the 
mouth of my Lion, has no foundation 
in it. The matter of fact is tliis, my 
Lion has not roared for these twelve 
days past, by reason that his promp- 
ters have put very ill words into 
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his mouth, and such as he could not 
utter with common honour and de- 
cency. Notwithstanding the admoni- 
tion I have given my correspondents, 
many of them have crammed great 
quantities of scandal down his throat ; 
others have choked him with lewd- 
ness and ribaldry. Some of them have 
gorged him with so much nonsense 
that they have made a very ass of him. 
On Monday last, upon examining, I 
found him an arrant French Tory ; and 
the day after, a virulent Whig. Some 
have been so mischievous as to make 
him fall upon his keeper, and give me 
very reproachful language; but as I 
have promised to restrain him hurting 
any man's reputation, so my reader 
may be assured, that I myself shall be 
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the last man whom I will suffer him ^ 
to abuse. However, that I may give 
general satisfaction, I have a design of 
converting a room at Mr. Button's 
house to the Lion's library, in which I 
intend to deposit the several packets 
of letters and private intelligence 
which I do not communicate to the 
public. These manuscripts will in 
time be very valuable, and may afford 
good lights to future historians who 
shall give an account of the present 
age. In the mean while, as the Lion 
is an animal which has a particular re- 
gard for chastity, it has been observed, 
that mine has taken delight in roaring 
very vehemently against the untucker- 
ed neck, and, as far as I can find by 
him, is still determined to roar louder 
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and louder, until that irregularity be 
thoroughly reformed." 

Similar happy allusions are found 
throughout the remainder of the Guar- 
dian, so that we have good grounds 
for supposing, that the authors of that 
work, Addison and Steele, were per- 
fectly satisfied with the "roarings of 
the Lion," and that in every respect it 
answered the purpose for which it was 
intended. 

The motto which was affixed to it 
often became a subject of criticism to 
the frequenters of Button's, and some- 
times served to expose the ignorance 
of would-be classics, and conceited pe- 
dants. In this manner, many years 
after, it gave rise to an occurrence, of 
which the following story is preserved. 
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It is found in an angry letter from 
Henry Woodward, comedian, stiling 
himself " the meanest of all characters," 
and addressed to Dr. John Hill, ironi- 
cally termed " the greatest of all cha- 
racters.'' 

In order that the reader may under- 
stand one allusion in the letter, he 
should be informed, that Dr. Hill was 
the author of a daily paper in imita- 
tion of the Spectator and Guardian, 
called the Inspector, and was roundly 
accused by his contemporaries of lite- 
rary ignorance and conceit. He had 
also taken the Lion's Head, for the re- 
ception of papers, in the same manner 
as it was used by Steele and Addison. 

In the letter I have mentioned, I 
find this remarkable passage : — 
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" I shall now consider you in a light 
you have ever been ambitious of being 
considered, viz. that of a scholar. In 
this respect, I shall, in the first place, 
state your pretensions, and in the 
next, claim my pre-eminence; yes, as a 
scholar I claim my pre-eminence, and 
I hope I am not so great a disgrace to 
my foster-mother, — ^Merchant-taylors' 
School— but that I am incapable of 
making the blunder, of which the se- 
quel is a faithful narrative. Once on 
a time, that prodigy of genius and 
learning, the universally accomplished 
Mr. Inspector, was situated diametri- 
cally opposite to his adopted son, the 
Lion of Button's; and on perusing the 
Latin motto underneath, he made the 
following remark, ' Is't not strange 
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that Addison, and Steele, my predeces- 
sors, men of such genius, such taste, 
such classical knowledge, could be ca- 
pable of putting such bad Latin uyider 
my Lion ? but I shall give 'em a wipe 
for it next week.' 

" A grave gentleman who heard tTiis 
criticism, plucked him by the sleeve, 
and said to him, ' Sir, that bad Latin, 
which you have so condemned, and in- 
tend to wipe, did formerly belong to 
one Martial, who says of himself, 

' Hie est quern legis, ille quern requiris, 
Toto notus in orbe Martialis.' 

Which literally translated runs thus, 
' This .man whom you read, and whom 
you are inquisitive after, is known to 
all the world — except Mr. Inspector,' " 
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The story is most excellent, and in 
reading it, one cannot but enjoy the 
Doctor's merited confusion and morti- 
fication. But instances of such mis- 
takes of critics are not confined to the 
days of 1752. Within these few years, 
a writer in a celebrated Northern Re- 
view established his classical reputa- 
tion by falling into a similar error with 
respect to some verses of Pindar, and. 
has since been immortalized for his 
knowledge of Greek, by Lord Byron, 
in his " English Bards and Scotch Re- 
viewers.'' 

The following is the motto of the 
Lion's Head. 

'* Servantur magnis isti cervicibus ungues ; 
Non nisi delecta pascitur ille fera/' 

The above two lines are taken from 
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Martial's Epigrams, but in the original 
are not consecutive. The former part 
of the sentence is taken from the 96th 
Epigram of the 1st Book ; the latter 
from the 28th; hut both epigrams are 
upon the same subject. Martial wrote 
them on the Emperor Domitian keep- 
ing a Lion so completely tamed, that 
it would suffer a hare to play within 
its reach, without attempting to de- 
vour or injure it. When the Lion's 
Head was put up as a receptacle for 
the papers contributed by correspond- 
ents to the Guardian, these two lines 
■were selected as conjointly forming an 
appropriate motto, and were affixed to 
the Head, in the manner represented 
in the frontispiece. 

The Coflfee-house where the Lion's 
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Head was put up, was situated on the 
south side of Russel-street, Covent- 
garden. It was known by the name 
of Button's Coffee-house. At the time 
that the Lion's Head was first erected. 
Button was only a waiter at the house. 
But it was the custom in those days to 
designate a popular tavern, not by the 
name of its sign, but by that of its 
head waiter. And hence we hear of 
Button's Coffee-house, Tom's, Will's, 
&c. some of which names are retained 
to the present day. It seems that 
Button had been a servant to Lady 
Warwick, and had been recommended 
by Addison to his situation as waiter. 
Subsequently he became master of the 
concern, but did not succeed, as in a 
few years afterwards his name appears 
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in the parish books, as receiving paro- 
chial allowance. However, it is known 
from various sources that the wits of 
the age used to assemble at Button's 
Coffee-house. Chance has thrown in- 
to my possession a little Satire writ- 
ten in 1717, entitled " Town Assem- 
blies," in which that tavern is noticed, 
answering to the description I have 
given of it. Although the work pos- 
sesses no merit as a poetical composi- 
tion, yet as it alludes to the Lion's 
Head, as well as to Button's Coffee 
House, a short extract from the poem 
may not be deemed uninteresting, nor 
irrelevant to our subject. 

*^ I now proceed, to famous Button's go. 

Here's Lion rampant with his glitt'ring show ; 
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The carious view the Head- piece with delight> 

And many an Ass surveys the tawdry sight ; 

Here Politicians in their grandeur sit, 

The Statesman Owl, the Buffoon and the Wit ; 

The Fate of Empires is with ease decreed. 

What Prince shall reign, what Tyrant now shall bleed. 

When Sweden's King shall from the Czar 

The Turks they crush with motion of the hand, 

And conquer heroes in a distant land ; 

O^ may Great Eugene with his lance and spear 

Possess the mighty Mahomet with fear. 

And conquer still when he approaches near : 

Let endless Rhymes convey his matchless fame. 

And like Great Marlbro' deathless be his name. 

My humble Muse now claims a transient view 

Of Addison, I now advance to you : 

When you vouchsafe in public to appear. 

Sublime the themes, polite the converse there. 
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Admired your sense> your modesty approv'd, 
'Tis Addison by the whole world beloved; 
No thought obscene, your wit completely shines. 
And Gate's full of your immortal lines ! 
Great George your virtue by experience proves. 
And shows himself by what he dearly loves. 
But Button's now, since Addison is gone, 
In scandal deals, disdains to be outdone." 

In Johnson's Works, vol. II. page 
81, he informs us, that " Addison 
studied all morning, then dined at a 
tavern, and went afterwards to But- 
ton's." The other literary characters 
that used to assemble there, besides 
Addison, were Pope, Steele, Swift, Ar- 
buthnot, Count Viviani, Savage, Mar- 
tin Folkes, and Colonel Brett. These 
first-rate wits and authors occasionally 
used to meet and spend their evenings 

D 




together, with the Lion's Head grimly 
frowning over their heads. A lively 
imagination may fancy the conversa^ 
tion of such men. Swift's poignant 
wit, Pope's brilliancy of thought, and 
the sly humour of Addison and Steele, 
mingled with so much learning and 
information as belonged to the general 
character of the party, must at times 
have given to their conversation the 
happiest spirit and tone, the full effect 
of which we can scarcely conceive. 
Would that my Lion's Head could 
now repeat all that has been uttered 
underneath its image ! What flashes 
of wit, what sarcastic allusions, what 
strokes of humour, would proceed out 
of its mouth ! A man of ability equal 
to such a task, would find a subject 
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worthy of his talents, in writing a 
Book entitled, " Recollection of the 
Lion's Head." Such a work might be 
made both amusing and instructive; 
and if done with a masterly hand, 
would present an interesting and stri- 
king picture of the various literary cha- 
racters of that age. Subsequently the 
Lion's Head was removed from But- 
ton's to the Shakespear Tavern under 
the Piazza, Covent-garden ; kept by a 
Mr. Tomkyns. During this period it 
was placed for a short time in the 
Bedford Coffee-house immediately 
adjoining the Shakespear Tavern, and 
there employed as a medium of lite- 
rary communication by Dr. Hill, to 
whom we have alluded as the author 
of the Inspector. . The following ex- 
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tract from that work is so far interest- 
ing, as it relates the fact of its tempo- 
rary removal. It is the 95th Num- 
ber, and constitutes the whole of the 
paper- 

" I think the following letter from 
the master of the Shakespear's Head 
Tavern in Covent-garden, worthy a 
place in the front of my paper. 

^*I am glad to find Mr. Tomkyns 
pays so unfeigned a regard, as this 
valuable present testifies, to the inte- 
rests of the Inspector ; and when the 
venerable relique shall have made its 
public entry into the only place of re- 
sort at this time worthy to receive it, 
I shall lay down the rules under which 
I hope to see it useful to the world." 
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« Sir, 

" In obedience to the desire of the 
Inspector, which to me is a command, 
the Lion shall make his Public entry 
into the Bedford CoflPee-house (the mo- 
dern Button's) attended by the busts 
of Mr. Addison and Sir Richard Steele, 
as soon as they are finished : but I beg 
leave to preserve a Title to His Ma- 
jesty, and these his Ministers, in case a 
revolution should happen in the state 
of wit. 

'^ I therefore hope Mr. Inspector will 
issue forth proper orders for their re- 
ception, and that the Beaux Esprits, 
who frequent the place, will pay a due 
regard thereto. 

I am. Sir, 
Your most obedient servant, 

Packinqton Tomkyns." 
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" Ordered, 
" That the original Lion of my great 
predecessors, together with the busts 
of those immortal worthies, be received 
by our good friend, Mrs, Mitchell, and 
set up in the most conspicuous part of 
her coflPee-room ; there to continue till 
it be our opinion that the coinpany 
thither resorting become dull ; the im- 
mediate right to them still remaining 
in our well-beloved Packington Tom- 
kyns. 

'^ The Inspector." 



As the Bedford CoflPee-house has been 
mentioned as connected with the his- 
tory of the Lion's Head, a short ex- 
tract from a work, entitled " Memoirs 
of the -Bedford CoflPee-house," dated 
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1763, may not be deemed irrelevant 
to our subject, or uninteresting, as con- 
taining curious literary information. 
In page 7, we have— 

" In the year 1751, from whence 
I date these memoirs, Dr. Hill com- 
menced a new paper under the title of 
Inspector ; which he ushered into the 
world with panegyrical remarks on 
Mr, Gray's Elegy in a Country Church- 
Yard. The paper succeeded beyond 
the author's or the publisher's most 
sanguine expectations, as long as he 
remained incognito; but a certain 
natural vanity, which that gentleman 
could never surmount, prompted him 
to reveal the author of so well receiv- 
ed a piece ; and from that moment he 
made himself answerable for what was 
published under his sanction." 
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And in page 11, we are told, 
" Thus ended the Inspector, which 
had given rise to this reign of the Bed- 
ford ; had placed there the Lion from 
Button's, which proved so serviceable 
to Steele, and once more fixed the do- 
minion of Wit in Covent-garden." 

Of the return of the Lion's Head 
to the Shakespear Tavern, we have no 
distinct notice, but we find that in 
1769, Tomkyns was succeeded by his 
waiter, a Mr. Campbell, as proprietor 
of the Tavern and of the Lion's Head. 
With him it remained until the sale 
of his eflPects in 1804. The remainder 
of its history is briefly told. It was 
then purchased by my father, who be- 
queathed it to me along with his valu- 
able collection of curious and scarce 
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books, papers and tracts. At his de- 
cease in 1827, it came into my posses- 
sion, when I removed it to my resi- 
dence in Golden-square, where it is 
now placed in comparative retirement, 
contrasted with the previous stations 
it has occupied, since the time of its 
first erection. Its classical roarings 
are heard no more. But whether it is 
destined again to become the medium 
of literary communication, and inspire 
the pages of some future Spectator or 
Guardian of the morals of the day, 
time only can discover. At present it 
remains an interesting relic of a pe- 
culiarly brilliant era in our literature. 
The representation of the Lion's Head, 
which is given in the frontispiece to 
this little work, is a very faithful as 
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well as spirited engraving of it. The 
original has not suflPered any injury 
from time, but still retains all its bold- 
ness and beauties of superior carving. 
And there is little doubt, that long 
after time shall have consigned its pre- 
sent possessor to oblivion, it will still 
frown as royally majestic as ever, to 
the delight of some future Antiqua- 
rian, some lover of the mementos of 
past ages. 
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